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The Great Gatsby
In The Great Gatsby there are the wealthy and the poor.  The wealthy are divided into “old money” and the “nouveau riche”.  Both the “nouveau riche” and “old money” have similarities and differences.  The characters Tom and Gatsby both have their own attitude toward their wealth.  Gatsby grew up poor and Tom wealthy, and because of that they are dissimilar in that Tom uses his money to buy gifts for Daisy, while Gatsby buys things for himself to show off to Daisy.  

 Despite Gatsby’s poor upbringing, he is now wealthy and uses his wealth in flashy and overt ways trying to attract Daisy.  Growing up as a poor child, he was always ambitious.  When he met Daisy they were in love, but because Gatsby’s didn’t have money Daisy couldn’t marry him.  From that point on Gatsby was motivated to make money and to get Daisy back.  He made his wealth and got himself into the “nouveau riche” class.  He bought extravagant things like his yellow Roles Royce and his colossal mansion.  Finally when Daisy and Gatsby were reunited Gatsby pointed at his house and Daisy said “‘That huge place there?’ she cried pointing. ‘Do you like it?’ ‘I love it’…” (90) Gatsby was enticing Daisy by showing her his things and then basically saying you can have this, come live with me, and leave Tom.  

Tom is an arrogant, boastful person who because of his wealth feels a sense of entitlement over other people, and uses his money as a means to have women attracted to him and to control people.  Tom feels that because he is “old money” that he is superior to those who are “nouveau riche”.  In chapter seven, Tom demands to take Gatsby’s car and Gatsby, Tom’s car.  Gatsby says:

“ ’I don’t think there’s much gas,’ he objected.  ‘Plenty of Gas,’ said Tom boisterously.  He looked at the gauge. ‘ And if it runs out I can stop at a drug-store. You can buy anything at a drug-store nowadays.’ ” (121)

Tom has never worked in his life while Gatsby has struggled to become wealthy.  Because Gatsby made his money illegally, Tom treats him as if he is classless criminal. 


Gatsby and Tom’s attitudes toward their money is different in the way that Gatsby tries to attract Daisy by buying expensive and shiny things and then placing them in front of her, while Tom gives extravagant gifts to Daisy as a means to hold an attraction.  Gatsby bought a huge mansion, expensive cloths, and accessories in order to attract Daisy.  When Gatsby invited Daisy over, he showed her his bedroom where “the dresser was garnished with a toilet set of pure dull gold.  Daisy took the brush with delight, and smoothed her hair.”(91) Unlike Tom, Gatsby bought these gold accessories not for Daisy but for himself and then placed them in sight of Daisy.  Gatsby’s method of attracting Daisy is passively almost as if he is afraid of being rejected by Daisy once again.  To hold Daisy’s attraction Tom buys gifts for her.  For example, before there wedding “He came down with a hundred people in four private cars, and hired a whole floor of the Muhlbach Hotel, and the day before the wedding he gave her a string of pearls valued at three hundred and fifty thousand dollars.”(75) In contrast to Gatsby, Tom’s active method of holding Daisy’s attraction is to buy her extravagant gifts.  Because Tom has grown up with money all his life he has grown accustom to it and knows its power and how it can control people.  He also has more confidence because he has never had to face rejection; he has always had the opportunity to buy himself out of it.   

