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Part 2: Paper Chromatography

Objective:  To determine the flow rates of certain chemical substances while being transported by a diffusing solvent. 
Procedure:


We conducted the chromatography experiment using three different solvents; water, 2-propanol, and methanol.  For each experiment we conducted three trials each requiring one 4cm X 10cm strip of filter paper.  Therefore, using standard filter paper, we cut out nine rectangles each 4cm X 10cm.  At the top of each strip we wrote with pencil a keyword to identify our lab group as well as the solvent going to be used on that particular strip.  On the bottom of each strip we drew a horizontal line across the paper 1 cm from the bottom to serve as a standard guide for the starting point of each ink.  Using three different color pens; orange, black, and brown, we drew lines along that horizontal pencil line approximately 0.75cm in length.  We ran each pen over its color ink several times to ensure that there would be enough ink to diffuse up through the paper.  

As the ink dried, we drew another horizontal pencil line across each strip at 6 cm from the first pencil line, to mark the end point of the experiment.  Additionally, as the ink dried, we pour our three solvents into three separate flasks, filling each flask with about 1 cm of solvent.  After the ink was dry, and the solvents prepared, we took straightened paper clips, and folded a strip of filter paper around each one.  Each strip was folded just enough so that the bottom of the strip just touched the solvent solution when the paper clip was laid across the top of each flask.  The use of the wire allowed us to suspend each strip of filter paper above the solvent, allowing the solvent to diffuse up the strip, along with the different inks.  After a paper clip with a strip of filter paper folded across it was laid across a flask, we covered the flasks with a piece of film paper to minimize evaporation of our solvents.  After the solvent reached the pencil line towards the top of the page, we removed each strip, measured the height of the solvent, and the height of each of the three inks.  We conducted three trials with each of the three solvents, each time using a new strip.   

Data/Results:

Part 3: Distillation 

Purpose: To obtain an increased concentration of ethanol from a former mixture of ethanol and water by applying the process of distillation.

Procedure: 

We measured 800-mL a water/ethanol solution using a1000-mL volumetric flask.  The ethanol solution used was 10% ethanol.  We measured out a 40-mL sample of the ethanol solution in order to measure the specific gravity and the temperature of the mixture.  Using a mercury thermometer and a device to measure specific gravity we recorded these measurements as our original measurements for the ethanol/water solution.  The 40-mL was then poured back into our 1000-mL flask.  We then turned on the heat of the hot plate beneath the 1000-mL flask in order to begin the condensing process.  It is because ethanol has a lower boiling point than water, that the ethanol in the solution turned to vapor before the liquid water turned into water vapor.  As the ethanol vapor rose in our flask, the vapor entered the water cooled condenser where the ethanol vapor was converted back into a liquid of higher ethanol concentration.  After our distillate bottle was filled, we poured the distillate into a graduated cylinder in order to measure the distillates volume, temperature and specific gravity.  For our final flask mixture we measured the temperature, specific gravity, and mass fraction of ethanol.  
