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In 2004, 150 gigaliters of bottled water was consumed in the world. 26 GL of bottled waters in the U.S. at 90L/person/year.  Estimate the economic, environmental, and health impacts of bottled waters. Where does it make sense? Where does it not?


Obviously too much bottled water is being consumed; wasting a lot of resources.  To understand what is wasted you must first think of what goes into bottled water.  First, a water source.  Second, a filtration center.  And Third, empty plastic bottles.  The problem isn’t that people drink bottled water.  The problem is people in the U.S. drink only bottled water because filtrated water “isn’t good enough”.  In places where water is scarce, or during a national disaster like hurricane Katrina, bottled water makes sense.  In an urban environment where tap water is readily available, a water filter should be used that will make the water as good as the bottled water.  Another problem that people say is, but I need to take it with me “on the go”.  An answer to that is to fill any type of bottle; preferably a reusable bottle so that more resources aren’t wasted.  If the world keeps on its current track, many of the fresh water sources will be depleted and plastic resources will also feel that depletion.  

